STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
Other heroes have been educated and have overcome
it in struggling for the past; they have achieved the
future. Why could not he? A new factor entered
into Lawrence's tragedy which can best be understood
by considering Lenin. Lenin is a hero of a stamp so
different from the heroes of the past that one is tempted
at first to revise one's definition of the hero. The hero
of past history was impelled by social forces he did not
understand, whose power he symbolised in vague aspira-
tions. Often he thought it was the past he was trying
to create, or like a Joan of Arc he was following simply
* Divine Guidance *, or * Voices *. Such heroes create
the future darkly, unaware of what they do or why they
doit
Lenin had no doubt as to his task. The future he had
to call into being was Communist society and he knew
how it was contained within and could be released from
bourgeois social relations. He did not merely know
this intuitively but all is clearly set down in his speeches
and writings. He did not know the distinctive qualities
of the future, for no one can know these, but he knew
i&^eneral shape and the most important causal laws
shajSng social relations just as the scientist without
knowing the qualities of the future knows certain causal
laws that enable him to predict the tides and if necessary-
take advantage of them. This is the essence of predic-
tion : a certain continuity of like persists in the process
of reality aiid is the substrate of the continual develop-
ment of the unlike which is Becoming. Like and unlike
are not mutually exclusive entities, but one becomes
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